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Sangita Kalamidhi Dr. M. L. Vasantakumari's parents, Kuttanur Aiyaswami Ayyar and
Ganakala Bhushani Lalitangi were eminent exponents of the Purandaradasa tradition. The
 services that Lalitangi and her daughter M. L. Vasantakumari have rendered to the world of
karnataka rnusic in popularising Purandaradasa’s lilting compositions for the best part of the
twentieth century, are invaluable. Many musicians of today are making ample use of this
treasure which M. L. Vasantakumari and her mother have handed over to us.

During my tenure as Divisional Railway Manager, Southern Railway at Tiruchirppali in
the years 1969-1972, | was invited to inaugurate a Purandaradasa festival at Srirangam.
Although | was familiar with the life and work of Purandaradasa, | requested M. L.
Vasantakumari to send me a brief note on the technical aspects of Purandaradasa’s music.
When the late K.Hanumanthiah, the then minister for Railways, visited Trichy to inaugurate
2 diesel locomotive shed, Vasantakumari gave the Railways a ‘Free’ music concert,
comprising only Purandaradasa’s songs, much to the delight of Mr. Hanumanthiah and all of
us who were present on the occasion. | can recall many more of such gestures of her ‘Free”
concerts. The note that M.L. Vasantakumari had sent me is reproduced below. It may be of
interest to the new generation of musicians, musicologists and all lovers of Karnataka music.

B. Natarajan
(Vice-President, Sri.Krishna Gana Sabha)
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